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TRADE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER JOINS THE
TTMA IN CELEBRATING ITS 60TH ANNIVERSARY

November 24, 2016:- Senator the Honourable Paula Gopee-Scoon, Minister of Trade and Industry joined
the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers’ Association (TTMA) in celebrating its 60th Anniversary on Tuesday
22 November, 2016. In addressing a gathering which included current and past Presidents and Chief
Executive Officers of the TTMA’s membership at the Anniversary Luncheon, Senator Gopee-Scoon gave high
commendation to the TTMA for its ‘unstinting service to local manufacturers over the last six decades’
and epitomizing its vision ‘to be the voice of manufacturers in Trinidad and Tobago, creating value and
providing world class service to its membership.

The Minister reiterated the importance of the manufacturing sector’s role in achieving economic diversification.
She said ‘the official policy framework of the Government highlights Trinidad and Tobago’s strong
manufacturing base as an intrinsic area of strength. Just last Friday in the House of Representatives, the
Honourable Prime Minister underscored that the manufacturing sector will remain among Government’s
top priorities as diversification initiatives are expanded.

As one of the frontline Ministries responsible for growing the non-energy sector, Minister Gopee-Scoon
outlined anumber of initiatives being undertaken to attractinvestments that are development oriented, geared
towards improving the country’s overall competitiveness and diversifying and expanding export markets.
She noted that ‘as mentioned in this year’s Budget Debate, increased trade, in both goods and services, is
one way in which Trinidad and Tobago intends to increase its revenue streams, acquire foreign exchange,
create sustainable jobs and, in the long-term, make the economy less vulnerable to the volatility of the
international commodity markets. To this end, we must widen the range of goods and services exported;
as well as exploit existing markets and create new market access opportunities with strategic partners:
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