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MEDIA RELEASE 
Government Implements One-Year Conditional Prohibition on 

Copper Exports 
 
Monday 13 July 2026:- The Ministry of Trade, Investment and Tourism advises that 
Legal Notice No. 540, titled The Prohibition (Carriage Coastwise, Importation and 
Exportation) Order, 2026, has been issued under Section 44 of the Customs Act. This 
Order introduces a one-year ban on the export of copper, which takes effect on 10 July 
2026 and expires on 9 July 2027. 
 
This measure forms part of the Government's response to the increasing incidents of 
copper theft and vandalism affecting public and private infrastructure. These activities 
have disrupted the delivery of essential public services and imposed significant 
operational and financial costs on State agencies and private sector entities. 
 
While the export of copper is generally prohibited during the period of the Order, 
licensed manufacturers may apply for permission from the Trade Licence Unit (TLU) 
of the Ministry to export copper generated as a by-product of their manufacturing 
operations or surplus material no longer required for production.  
 
The Ministry of Trade, Investment and Tourism remains committed to preserving 
national infrastructure while supporting legitimate manufacturing and export activities 
through an effective regulatory framework with appropriate oversight. 
 
For inquiries, contact the Trade Licence Unit (TLU) of the Ministry of Trade, Investment 
and Tourism at (868) 701-1440, (868) 701-1443, or (868) 701-1415 or via email at 
tlu@gov.tt. 
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